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   CCSS	
  for	
  ELA	
  &	
  Literacy	
  in	
  History/Social	
  Studies,	
  Science,	
  &	
  Tech	
  Subjects	
  

College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  	
  
Anchor	
  Standards	
  for	
  Reading	
  

Key	
  Ideas	
  and	
  Details	
  
1. Read	
  closely	
  to	
  determine	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  and	
  to	
  make	
  logical	
  inferences	
  from	
  it;	
  

cite	
  specific	
  textual	
  evidence	
  when	
  writing	
  or	
  speaking	
  to	
  support	
  conclusions	
  drawn	
  from	
  the	
  
text.	
  

2. Determine	
  central	
  ideas	
  or	
  themes	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  analyze	
  their	
  development;	
  summarize	
  the	
  key	
  
supporting	
  details	
  and	
  ideas.	
  

3. Analyze	
  how	
  and	
  why	
  individuals,	
  events,	
  and	
  ideas	
  develop	
  and	
  interact	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  a	
  
text.	
  

Craft	
  and	
  Structure	
  
4. Interpret	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  and	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  determining	
  technical,	
  

connotative,	
  and	
  figurative	
  meanings,	
  and	
  analyze	
  how	
  specific	
  word	
  choices	
  shape	
  meaning	
  or	
  
tone.	
  

5. Analyze	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  text,	
  including	
  how	
  specific	
  sentences,	
  paragraphs,	
  and	
  larger	
  portions	
  
of	
  the	
  text	
  (e.g.,	
  a	
  section,	
  chapter,	
  scene,	
  or	
  stanza)	
  relate	
  to	
  each	
  other	
  and	
  the	
  whole.	
  

6. Assess	
  how	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  or	
  purpose	
  shapes	
  the	
  content	
  and	
  style	
  of	
  a	
  text.	
  

Integration	
  of	
  Knowledge	
  and	
  Ideas	
  
7. Integrate	
  and	
  evaluate	
  content	
  presented	
  in	
  diverse	
  media	
  and	
  formats,	
  including	
  visually	
  and	
  

quantitatively,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  words.*	
  
8. Delineate	
  and	
  evaluate	
  the	
  argument	
  and	
  specific	
  claims	
  in	
  a	
  text,	
  including	
  the	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  

reasoning	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  relevance	
  and	
  sufficiency	
  of	
  the	
  evidence.	
  
9. Analyze	
  how	
  two	
  or	
  more	
  text	
  address	
  similar	
  themes	
  or	
  topics	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  build	
  knowledge	
  or	
  

to	
  compare	
  the	
  approaches	
  the	
  authors	
  take.	
  

Range	
  of	
  Reading	
  and	
  Level	
  of	
  Text	
  Complexity	
  
10. Read	
  and	
  comprehend	
  complex	
  literary	
  and	
  informational	
  texts	
  independently	
  and	
  proficiently.	
  

*Please	
  see	
  “Research	
  to	
  Build	
  and	
  Present	
  Knowledge”	
  in	
  Writing	
  and	
  “Comprehension	
  and	
  Collaboration”	
  in	
  Speaking	
  and	
  Listening	
  for	
  
additional	
  standards	
  relevant	
  to	
  gathering,	
  assessing,	
  and	
  applying	
  information	
  from	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources.	
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   CCSS	
  for	
  ELA	
  &	
  Literacy	
  in	
  History/Social	
  Studies,	
  Science,	
  &	
  Tech	
  Subjects	
  

College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  	
  
Anchor	
  Standards	
  for	
  Writing	
  

Text	
  Types	
  and	
  Purposes*	
  
1. Write	
  arguments	
  to	
  support	
  claims	
  in	
  an	
  analysis	
  of	
  substantive	
  topics	
  or	
  texts,	
  using	
  valid	
  

reasoning	
  and	
  relevant	
  and	
  sufficient	
  evidence.	
  
2. Write	
  informative/explanatory	
  texts	
  to	
  examine	
  and	
  convey	
  complex	
  ideas	
  and	
  information	
  

clearly	
  and	
  accurately	
  through	
  the	
  effective	
  selection,	
  organization,	
  and	
  analysis	
  of	
  content.	
  
3. Write	
  narratives	
  to	
  develop	
  real	
  or	
  imagined	
  experiences	
  or	
  events	
  using	
  effective	
  technique,	
  

well-­‐chosen	
  details,	
  and	
  well-­‐structured	
  event	
  sequences.	
  

Production	
  and	
  Distribution	
  of	
  Writing	
  
4. Produce	
  clear	
  and	
  coherent	
  writing	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  development,	
  organization,	
  and	
  style	
  are	
  

appropriate	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  audience.	
  
5. Develop	
  and	
  strengthen	
  writing	
  as	
  needed	
  by	
  planning,	
  revising,	
  editing,	
  rewriting,	
  or	
  trying	
  a	
  

new	
  approach.	
  
6. Use	
  technology,	
  including	
  the	
  internet,	
  to	
  produce	
  and	
  publish	
  writing	
  and	
  to	
  interact	
  and	
  

collaborate	
  with	
  others.	
  

Research	
  to	
  Build	
  and	
  Present	
  Knowledge	
  
7. Conduct	
  short	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  more	
  sustained	
  research	
  projects	
  based	
  on	
  focused	
  questions,	
  

demonstrating	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  subject	
  under	
  investigation.	
  
8. Gather	
  relevant	
  information	
  from	
  multiple	
  print	
  and	
  digital	
  sources,	
  assess	
  the	
  credibility	
  and	
  

accuracy	
  of	
  each	
  source,	
  and	
  integrate	
  the	
  information	
  while	
  avoiding	
  plagiarism.	
  
9. Draw	
  evidence	
  from	
  literary	
  or	
  informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  analysis,	
  reflection,	
  and	
  research.	
  

Range	
  of	
  Writing	
  
10. Write	
  routinely	
  over	
  extended	
  time	
  frames	
  	
  (time	
  for	
  research,	
  reflection,	
  and	
  revision)	
  and	
  

shorter	
  time	
  frames	
  (a	
  single	
  sitting	
  or	
  a	
  day	
  or	
  two)	
  for	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  tasks,	
  purposes,	
  and	
  
audiences.	
  

*These	
  broad	
  types	
  of	
  writing	
  include	
  many	
  subgenres.	
  	
  See	
  Appendix	
  A	
  for	
  definitions	
  of	
  key	
  writing	
  types.	
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   CCSS	
  for	
  ELA	
  &	
  Literacy	
  in	
  History/Social	
  Studies,	
  Science,	
  &	
  Tech	
  Subjects	
  

College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  	
  
Anchor	
  Standards	
  for	
  Speaking	
  and	
  Listening	
  

Comprehension	
  and	
  Collaboration	
  
1. Prepare	
  for	
  and	
  participate	
  effectively	
  in	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  conversations	
  and	
  collaborations	
  with	
  

diverse	
  partners,	
  building	
  on	
  others’	
  ideas	
  and	
  expressing	
  their	
  own	
  clearly	
  and	
  persuasively.	
  
2. Integrate	
  and	
  evaluate	
  information	
  presented	
  in	
  diverse	
  media	
  and	
  formats,	
  including	
  visually,	
  

quantitatively,	
  and	
  orally.	
  
3. Evaluate	
  a	
  speakers’	
  point	
  of	
  view,	
  reasoning,	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  evidence	
  and	
  rhetoric.	
  

Presentation	
  of	
  Knowledge	
  and	
  Ideas	
  
4. Present	
  information,	
  findings,	
  and	
  supporting	
  evidence	
  such	
  that	
  listeners	
  can	
  follow	
  the	
  line	
  of	
  

reasoning	
  and	
  the	
  organization,	
  development,	
  and	
  style	
  are	
  appropriate,	
  to	
  task,	
  purpose,	
  and	
  
audience.	
  

5. Make	
  strategic	
  use	
  of	
  digital	
  media	
  and	
  visual	
  displays	
  of	
  data	
  to	
  express	
  information	
  and	
  
enhance	
  understanding	
  of	
  presentation.	
  

6. Adapt	
  speech	
  to	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  contexts	
  and	
  communicative	
  teaks,	
  demonstrating	
  command	
  of	
  
formal	
  English	
  when	
  indicted	
  or	
  appropriate.	
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  for	
  ELA	
  &	
  Literacy	
  in	
  History/Social	
  Studies,	
  Science,	
  &	
  Tech	
  Subjects	
  

College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  	
  
Anchor	
  Standards	
  for	
  Language	
  

Conventions	
  of	
  Standard	
  English	
  
1. Demonstrate	
  command	
  of	
  the	
  conventions	
  of	
  standard	
  English	
  grammar	
  and	
  usage	
  when	
  

writing	
  or	
  speaking.	
  
2. Demonstrate	
  command	
  of	
  the	
  conventions	
  of	
  standard	
  English	
  capitalization,	
  punctuation,	
  and	
  

spelling	
  when	
  writing.	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  Language	
  
3. Apply	
  knowledge	
  of	
  language	
  to	
  understand	
  how	
  language	
  functions	
  in	
  different	
  context,	
  to	
  

make	
  effective	
  choices	
  for	
  meaning	
  or	
  style,	
  and	
  to	
  comprehend	
  more	
  fully	
  when	
  reading	
  or	
  
listening.	
  

Vocabulary	
  Acquisition	
  and	
  Use	
  
4. Determine	
  or	
  clarify	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  unknown	
  and	
  multiple-­‐meaning	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  by	
  using	
  

context	
  clues,	
  analyzing	
  meaningful	
  word	
  parts,	
  and	
  consulting	
  general	
  and	
  specialized	
  
reference	
  materials,	
  as	
  appropriate.	
  

5. Demonstrate	
  understanding	
  of	
  figurative	
  language,	
  word	
  relationships,	
  and	
  nuances	
  in	
  word	
  
meanings.	
  

6. Acquire	
  and	
  use	
  accurately	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  general	
  academic	
  and	
  domain-­‐specific	
  words	
  and	
  phrases	
  
sufficient	
  for	
  reading,	
  writing,	
  speaking,	
  and	
  listening	
  at	
  the	
  college	
  and	
  career	
  readiness	
  level;	
  
demonstrate	
  independence	
  in	
  gathering	
  vocabulary	
  knowledge	
  when	
  encountering	
  an	
  unknown	
  
term	
  important	
  to	
  comprehension	
  or	
  expression.	
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Glossary of Key Terms
Every e!ort has been made to ensure that the phrasing of the Standards is as clear and free of jargon as possible. 
When used, specialized and discipline-specific terms (e.g., simile, stanza, declarative sentence) typically conform to 
their standard definition, and readers are advised to consult high-quality dictionaries or standard resources in the 
field for clarification. The terms defined below are limited to those words and phrases particularly important to the 
Standards and that have a meaning unique to this document. CCSS refers to the main Common Core State Standards 
document; the names of various sections (e.g., “Reading”) refer to parts of this appendix.

Definitions of many important terms associated with reading foundational skills appear in Reading Foundational Skills, 
pages 17–22. Descriptions of the Standards’ three writing types (argument, informative/explanatory writing, and nar-
rative) can be found in Writing, pages 23–24.

Domain-specific words and phrases – Vocabulary specific to a particular field of study (domain), such as the human 
body (CCSS, p. 33); in the Standards, domain-specific words and phrases are analogous to Tier Three words (Lan-
guage, p. 33).

Editing – A part of writing and preparing presentations concerned chiefly with improving the clarity, organization, 
concision, and correctness of expression relative to task, purpose, and audience; compared to revising, a smaller-scale 
activity often associated with surface aspects of a text; see also revising, rewriting

Emergent reader texts – Texts consisting of short sentences comprised of learned sight words and CVC words; may 
also include rebuses to represent words that cannot yet be decoded or recognized; see also rebus

Evidence – Facts, figures, details, quotations, or other sources of data and information that provide support for claims 
or an analysis and that can be evaluated by others; should appear in a form and be derived from a source widely ac-
cepted as appropriate to a particular discipline, as in details or quotations from a text in the study of literature and 
experimental results in the study of science

Focused question – A query narrowly tailored to task, purpose, and audience, as in a research query that is su"cient-
ly precise to allow a student to achieve adequate specificity and depth within the time and format constraints

Formal English – See standard English

General academic words and phrases – Vocabulary common to written texts but not commonly a part of speech; in 
the Standards, general academic words and phrases are analogous to Tier Two words and phrases (Language, p. 33)

Independent(ly) – A student performance done without sca!olding from a teacher, other adult, or peer; in the Stan-
dards, often paired with proficient(ly) to suggest a successful student performance done without sca!olding; in the 
Reading standards, the act of reading a text without sca!olding, as in an assessment; see also proficient(ly), sca!old-
ing

More sustained research project – An investigation intended to address a relatively expansive query using several 
sources over an extended period of time, as in a few weeks of instructional time

Point of view – Chiefly in literary texts, the narrative point of view (as in first- or third-person narration); more broadly, 
the position or perspective conveyed or represented by an author, narrator, speaker, or character

Print or digital (texts, sources) – Sometimes added for emphasis to stress that a given standard is particularly likely 
to be applied to electronic as well as traditional texts; the Standards are generally assumed to apply to both

Proficient(ly) – A student performance that meets the criterion established in the Standards as measured by a 
teacher or assessment; in the Standards, often paired with independent(ly) to suggest a successful student perfor-
mance done without sca!olding; in the Reading standards, the act of reading a text with comprehension; see also 
independent(ly), sca!olding

Rebus – A mode of expressing words and phrases by using pictures of objects whose names resemble those words

Revising – A part of writing and preparing presentations concerned chiefly with a reconsideration and reworking of 
the content of a text relative to task, purpose, and audience; compared to editing, a larger-scale activity often associ-
ated with the overall content and structure of a text; see also editing, rewriting

Rewriting – A part of writing and preparing presentations that involves largely or wholly replacing a previous, unsatis-
factory e!ort with a new e!ort, better aligned to task, purpose, and audience, on the same or a similar topic or theme; 
compared to revising, a larger-scale activity more akin to replacement than refinement; see also editing, revising
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Sca!olding – Temporary guidance or assistance provided to a student by a teacher, another adult, or a more capable 
peer, enabling the student to perform a task he or she otherwise would not be able to do alone, with the goal of fos-
tering the student’s capacity to perform the task on his or her own later on*

Short research project – An investigation intended to address a narrowly tailored query in a brief period of time, as in 
a few class periods or a week of instructional time

Source – A text used largely for informational purposes, as in research.

Standard English – In the Standards, the most widely accepted and understood form of expression in English in the 
United States; used in the Standards to refer to formal English writing and speaking; the particular focus of Language 
standards 1 and 2 (CCSS, pp. 26, 28, 52, 54)

Technical subjects – A course devoted to a practical study, such as engineering, technology, design, business, or other 
workforce-related subject; a technical aspect of a wider field of study, such as art or music

Text complexity – The inherent di"culty of reading and comprehending a text combined with consideration of reader 
and task variables; in the Standards, a three-part assessment of text di"culty that pairs qualitative and quantitative 
measures with reader-task considerations (CCSS, pp. 31, 57; Reading, pp. 4–16)

Text complexity band – A range of text di"culty corresponding to grade spans within the Standards; specifically, the 
spans from grades 2–3, grades 4–5, grades 6–8, grades 9–10, and grades 11–CCR (college and career readiness) 

Textual evidence – See evidence

With prompting and support/with (some) guidance and support – See sca!olding

* Though Vygotsky himself does not use the term sca!olding, the educational meaning of the term relates closely to his con-
cept of the zone of proximal development. See L. S. Vygotsky (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychologi-
cal processes. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.


